Greenleaf winery's Greek, Roman
statue garden a 40-year labor of love

e A Wisconsin winery is opening a statue garden featuring 15 replicas of classic Greek, Roman,
and Renaissance art.

e The garden, named Piazza del Stefano, is the culmination of a 40-year project by Trout
Springs Winery owners Steve and Andrea DeBaker.

e The new sculpture garden in Greenleaf will be open to the public on a very limited basis after
it opens in summer 2026.

Steven DeBaker soon will enjoy views of Michelangelo's David out his
winery's front windows.

No, DeBaker didn't pull off some "Oceans 11"-type heist to make the
17-foot-tall, six-ton masterwork disappear while he and his wife,
Andrea, vacationed in Italy a few years ago. But the owners of Trout
Springs Winery did steal some inspiration from visits to the country's
piazzas, gardens and museums and brought it back to their vineyard at
8150 River Road near Greenleaf.

The setting, about 20 miles south of Green Bay, is probably one of the
last places you’d expect to pull up and see flashes of creamy, Italian
marble in stark contrast to the surrounding woods, farmland, solitude
and the occasional unincorporated hamlet.

Yet Trout Springs this summer will open a one-of-a-kind sculpture
garden lined with 15 replicas of classical Greek, Roman and
Renaissance statuary carved from the same marble as the

original works. The classical works of art will surround a reflecting
pool with 16-foot waterfall.

The space will be open to the public, but on a very limited basis.

Piazza del Stefano, as it’s called, is the culmination of a 40-year effort
to do something with a spongy spot in the winery’s front yard, a trip to


https://www.troutspringswinery.com/
https://www.troutspringswinery.com/

Italy a few years ago, De Baker’s own passions and a drive to make the
winery a truly unique experience. DeBaker calls the result a "living
museum."

“I want to bring those cultures together: history, geology, culture and
wine from land that’s been here millions of years,” De Baker said.
“It’s a very special place to be.”

Here's how it happened.

Greenleaf winery owners driven to offer 'a different
vibe'

There's nothing usual about Steve DeBaker and Trout Springs Winery.

The DeBakers moved to the 10 acres on River Road that would
become Trout Springs in 1985 and have been experimenting ever
since. The Trout Springs web page refers to Steve as a self-made
entrepreneur, "a dreamer and a doer," while noting Andrea's
nurturing nature helped get the gardens growing. They decided to
grow grapes atop the 450-million-year-old Niagara Escarpment in the
1990s and then led the charge to establish the Wisconsin Ledge as

an American Viticultural Area with its own pedigree.
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Springs Winery owners Steve and Andrea DeBaker.

e The new sculpture garden in Greenleaf will be open to the public on a very limited basis after
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The space will be open to the public, but on a very limited basis.

Piazza del Stefano, as it’s called, is the culmination of a 40-year effort
to do something with a spongy spot in the winery’s front yard, a trip to
Italy a few years ago, De Baker’s own passions and a drive to make the
winery a truly unique experience. DeBaker calls the result a "living
museum."

“I want to bring those cultures together: history, geology, culture and
wine from land that’s been here millions of years,” De Baker said.
“It’s a very special place to be.”

Here's how it happened.



Greenleaf winery owners driven to offer 'a different
vibe'

There's nothing usual about Steve DeBaker and Trout Springs Winery.

The DeBakers moved to the 10 acres on River Road that would
become Trout Springs in 1985 and have been experimenting ever
since. The Trout Springs web page refers to Steve as a self-made
entrepreneur, "a dreamer and a doer," while noting Andrea's
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The DeBakers also established a trout farm on the site, explored other
uses for grape skins and stems, added a glamping site, made hand

sanitizer during the coronavirus pandemic, got creative to combat

vineyard pests, and also raised trumpeter swans on the property.

"It's a different vibe here. It's not loud. It's laid back. There's wine.

There's swans. It's an experience," DeBaker said.

But what had escaped DeBaker for 40-plus years was what to do with

the spongy spot in the front yard.

Plans for a Japanese water garden gives way to an idea
to take the garden to another level
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DeBaker began to work on the soft spot shortly after they moved to the
site and would continue to make incremental progress over the next
40 years as time and cash allowed.

Early work included excavating an estimated eight feet down to reach
the springs that made the site so spongy, building supports for the
garden's 22-foot wood pedestal bridge, and creating what has now
become a 16-foot waterfall complete with internal biofiltration tank.
Footings were poured decades ago.

He purchased and planted trees years ago that now have matured on
the site, giving it an older feeling than it might otherwise have with
new saplings. He and family members built what they could and he
brought in professional contractors for more specialized work and
finishing touches on elements of the garden.

For a while, DeBaker was thinking about making the space a serene
Japanese water garden. Then he and Andrea took the trip to Italy
where a new inspiration struck. The DeBakers while there purchased a
pair of Italian sphynx sculptures to ship back to Greenleaf. And Steve
suddenly knew what he wanted to do with the space.

"I'm going to take it to another level," he recalled thinking.

‘Every part of it was a challenge’

Piazza Del Stafano's 15 statues do have the same, imposing size of the
original works. Even so, it was no small feat to get as close as DeBaker
did to the originals, and to get the sculptures here.

"Every part of it was a challenge," he said.

The 15 statues are made of white, beige and black Carrara marble
from the Alps in Tuscany, the same source and material used by
Italian sculptors during the Renaissance, including for works like
David. DeBaker said it took many late-night calls with contacts in Italy
to procure the materials and find sculptors who could replicate the
works.



The replicas were hand-carved by artisans in several locations,
including China and Europe, and DeBaker said he chose the beige
marble for most of the statues because the marble's rust-brown
veining added a texture and life to the sculptures. He said tradition
dictates the David is always made in white marble, while Capitoline
Wolf with Romulus and Remus is done in dark or black marble to
honor the bronze original's dark patina, so he did so, too.

Once the sculptures were made, shipping them across the globe
proved to be its own, costly sort of challenge. He paid tariffs, of course,
plus worked with customs agents to properly import each work of art.
Each weighed one to two tons and each required three shippers to
complete its journey to Greenleaf.

The statues now are mounted on custom pedestals surrounding the
50-foot by 30-foot reflecting pool. The pool features Japanese koi and
a contorted pine island, hints of the old Japanese water garden plan. A
lighted front gate still to be installed will open upon a winged griffin
statute and two matching Italian sphinxes.

"I did it as a private garden for us, but visitors were interested,"
DeBaker said.

Greenleaf sculpture garden to offer 'multi-sensory’
self-guided tours on a very limited basis

Piazza Del Stefano is very much a labor of love, a quiet place of
contemplation for him and Andrea. Yet customers' interest in the
space convinced DeBaker it should be shared, albeit in a way that
preserves its serenity and opportunity for reflection.

He decided to strictly limit access. And rather than talk visitors
through it all, he created an app with Al-generated narration so
visitors can listen the history, symbolism and significance each work
of art, the garden itself and the region at their own pace.

"You're going to get the whole story," DeBaker said.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitoline_Wolf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitoline_Wolf

Here's what to know:

« Access will be by appointment only,

« There's a limit of four people per hour.

. There is a fee per person that includes a complementary glass of
wine and a charcuterie plate.

« No children or pets are allowed.

« To book a visit, you can call Trout Springs at 920-864-7761.

« For more information, you can visit the winery's
website, troutspringswinery.com.

What sculptures can | see at Piazza Del Stefano?

DeBaker said he chose many of the works because they exemplify

human virtues, depict Greek and Roman myths, or symbolize long-
held ideals.

Here's the full list:

« The Three Graces (Beauty, Mirth, and Abundance) by Antonio
Canova
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St. George Slaying the Dragon

Abduction of a Sabine Woman by Giambologna
David by Michelangelo

Italian Ragusa Limestone Sphinxes

Hercules and the Nemean Lion

Venus Callipyge and Aphrodite Anadyomene
Pan and Syrinx

Discobolus (aka the Olympian)

The Capitoline Wolf with Romulus and Remus
Gazebo supported by the 6 Caryatids of the Erechtheion
Ancient Olive Tree

A white marble bust of DeBaker himself
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